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UE Romain Rolland is probably one of
Pondicherry’sbestknownstreets, loved
by those who cherish tranquillity, and
other-worldlycharmsthatareimparted
by the graceful presence of the pink
Notre Dame des Anges cathedral down
the road and the numerous elegant old
buildings that vie for attention.
Gratitudeis atdoor No52on this street.

Right at home

A simple outer fagade gives a fleeting
glimpse of beautiful interiors. At the
entrance, I am asked to replace my
shoes with a pair of rubber slippers
thatareprovided,apolicy introduced
to maintain the cleanliness of the
place. Gratitude was in the news
recently, for housing the Life of Pi
crew while filming the opening
Pondicherry chapter of the Oscar
winner. And reportedly, everyone,
including the film’s American pro-
duction designer, David Gropman
and later Nitya Mehra, assistant
director, India, followed this rule, giv-
ingbrowniepointsfor thehomely feel
of the place. OnceIenter, thelobby of
this three-year-old guest house holds
my attention for a good while, as I

Souvenirs
with a cause

Take your time to browse through a
collection of handmade organiccotton
kurtas, scarves, stoles, tops and more
atthe boutique. If lucky, youwill find
dresses and skirts of the raw cotton
material, Malkha. And check out the
hand-pickedantique jewellery. You can
also findhandbags and leather foot-
wear. Prices of the items range approx-
imately from 2 1,000 to 215,000.

inspect the curios and elegant furni-
ture collected by the two owners,
Kakoli Banerjee and Jyoti Cariappa.
Opposite the lobby is La Boutique de
Maison Gratitude, an extension of
the social project, Satya-Jyoti, that
supports marginalised women in
Rajasthan. It includes handmade
clothing, jewellery, footwear, hand-
bags and soft furnishings. The build-
ing opens into the courtyard, dotted
with antique furniture and sur-
rounded by the guest rooms and a
common dining area. Gratitude is

partly a 200-year-old restored build-
ing; the rest was newly constructed
with the help of INTACH,
Pondicherry’s devoted rescuer of
heritage buildings. Eight long-stay
rooms where guests can stay from
three to four days to even a month or
more are kept simple and furnished
with antique or restored pieces from
around thecity. Lostamongfourpost-
er beds, teakwood desks, and simple
pieces of restored art, I almost forget
the presence of the world outside.

Finding inspiration
“The structure is only the outer shell,”
believes the owner,Banerjee.
“Gratitude is aretreat for creative peo-
ple. We love to host writers, artists,
painters, filmmakers alike, to whom
theambience here is ideal for inspired
thought,” says the manager, Vijay
Raghavan. He has been here since the
opening of this hotel and gives me a
thorough tour of the place. Each door
and staircase opens into an even more
inviting space, where one can picture
engaging conversations, brimming
creativity, and endless mind space. 'm
keen tonote thatallthe common areas
of the building like the dining hall,
massagerooms, yogaroomand ter-
raceareaccessorised withaesthet-
iccautionandarespacious. Their
only criterion is that their
house guests maintain the
same philosophy as theirs and
enjoy its sumptuous harmony.
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Elsewhere

Addressing requests from guests for
a place for longer home-stays, the
team behind Gratitude introduced
Mantra, amidst the fishing hamlet of
Pondicherry, Vaithikuppam. A large
whitebuildingwithin a garden offers
patronsa chancetodiscover the town
during a longer holiday. Opened less
than a year ago, Mantra offers three
bedrooms and a large common hall,
diningarea,kitchenand terrace.Cool
tiled and oxide flooring and calming
minimalist interiors offer you the
same nurturing space as Gratitude.
You can rent individual bedrooms, or
even the whole house, while a mini-
mum of aone-week stay is the norm.

The tariff for an individual room at
Mantra costs T8,000 plus tax for one
week, and thewhole housecosts¥ 20,000
plus tax for a minimum of four days.
Details: gratitudeheritage.in

—Ruella Rahman Khound




